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NOAA’s Office of Response & 
Restoration

•Business Services Group
•Marine Debris Program
•Disaster Preparedness Program
•Assessment Response Division
•Emergency Response Division
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NOAA Scientific Support Coordinators
• Advisors to the FOSC for oil and chemical spills
• Manages NOAA’s scientific support team during 

response: chemistry, oceanography/trajectories, 
biological resources ant risk, shoreline assessment, 
info and data mgt, H&S, overflight support

• Accesses other NOAA resources as needed: ships, 
Aircraft, satellite and remote sensing, tides and 
currents analysis, diving, waterway surveys

• Coordinates with other expertise: State, industry, 
Federal gov agencies

• On UC Command Staff and coordinates closely with 
the Environmental Unit



NOAA Scientific Support Coordinators 
(cont)

•Member of all local area committes
•Member and DOC representative to the 

Regional Response Teams
•Provides and coordinates NOAA training: SCAT, 

SOS, SOCR, Other customized trainings
•Helps coordinate and facilitate federally 

mandated consultations (ESA, EFH, NHPA, THPO, 
NAGPRA as well as other resource interest 
coordinations MMA, MBA, NMSA, etc.) Assists 
with development of incident specific best 
management practices, conservation measures, 
and resource advisor program support.





A. Command Staff. 
1. Legal specialist. 2. Senior Enlisted Technical 
Specialist. 3. Senior CG Auxiliary Technical 
Specialist. (Recommended when 15 or more CG 
Auxiliary members/units are activated to support 
the incident). 4. Chaplain. 5. Sexual Assault 
Response Coordinator. Volunteer Coordinator. 7. 
Scientific Support Coordinator. 8. Source Control 
Support Coordinator. 9. NIMS/National Response 
Framework (NRF) Technical Specialist.











Background
(M/V Argo Merchant - December 15, 1976)

Photo: Professional Mariner



Photo: EcoWatch

Background cont.
(Exxon Valdez - March 24, 1989)





What to Expect From NOAA 
During A Response
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Weather
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Tides and 
Currents
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Chemical Aquatic Fate and Effects
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Overflight 
Expertise

http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=847063&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
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Shoreline Surveys

(SCAT)
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Clean-up 
Recommendations 
& Oversight
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Information 
Management

& 
GIS Support
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Hydrographic Surveys



And For a 
Chemical Incident…
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NOAA Scientific Support 
Between Incidents
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Training

http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=847063&g2_imageViewsIndex=1


34



• Shoreline Assessment Manual
• SCAT
• Oil Observation Job Aids
• Response in Tropical Habitats
• Spills & Seafood Safety
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Other…
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Who does the Consultations?
• Consultations are the responsibility of 

the Federal action agency, as 
represented by the Federal On-Scene 
Coordinator (FOSC)

• In a response, typically are delegated 
to the Environmental Unit, with 
assistance from the SSC

• Depending on size of response, 
appropriate resource agency 
representatives may be on-scene 41



SSC Role Coordinating Consultations
From IMH

F. Facilitate in the Endangered Species Act 
consultation process. G. Develop a prioritized list of 

resources at risk, including threatened and 
endangered species, in conjunction with Natural 
Resource Trustee Representatives and the FOSC’s 

Historical/Cultural Resources THSP



Key Contacts for Coordinating Consultations

ESA-NOAA Trustee Representative (SSC), NMFS protected Species Division

ESA-DOI RRT Representative, USFWS

EFH- NOAA Trustee Representative (SSC), NMFS Habitat Conservation 
Division

NHPA- DOI RRT Representative, SHPO 

THPO & NAGPRA –DOI RRT Representative, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Affected Federally Recognized Tribes 



Other Resource Coordination Requirements

Migratory Bird Act
National Marine Sanctuary Act
Marine Mammal Protection Act
Special Managed Areas
etc



Permitting Considerations
USACOE-any impacts to navigable waterways, water 
bottoms, wetlands

States-Varies, habitat, wetlands impacts, etc

NMS-Impacts to their managed resources/coral, seagrass, 
wetlands, etc

Other Special Managed Areas, sanctuaries, preserves, 
parks, etc



For More In Depth Reading on the 
Subject of Consultations:
Addressing the Uncertainty and Requirements for 
Oil Spill Response Consultations
A comprehensive paper presented at IOSC 2014
By Benggio et al
https://ioscproceedings.org/doi/abs/10.7901/21
69-3358-2014.1.1881

https://ioscproceedings.org/doi/abs/10.7901/2169-3358-2014.1.1881
https://ioscproceedings.org/doi/abs/10.7901/2169-3358-2014.1.1881
https://ioscproceedings.org/doi/abs/10.7901/2169-3358-2014.1.1881
https://ioscproceedings.org/doi/abs/10.7901/2169-3358-2014.1.1881
https://ioscproceedings.org/doi/abs/10.7901/2169-3358-2014.1.1881
https://ioscproceedings.org/doi/abs/10.7901/2169-3358-2014.1.1881


NOAA Resources for Oil Spill Responders

•Website: response.restoration.noaa.gov
• Job aids, GNOME model, ADIOS model, 

ALOHA, CAMEO, CAFÉ, Reactivity data base, 
dispersant and ISB mission planners

•NOAA Response Link: l orr.incidentnews@noaa.gov to 
request a ResponseLink account

 and Incident News (public)
•ERMA (COP): orr.erma@noaa.gov to request an account

mailto:orr.incidentnews@noaa.gov
mailto:orr.erma@noaa.gov


Questions?

Bradford Benggio
D7  Scientific Support Coordinator

24-hour: (206) 526-4911
E-mail: brad.benggio@noaa.gov

 NOAA
Emergency Response Division
www.response.restoration.noaa.gov
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