


Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

• Non-regulatory federal public health agency

• Created by the Superfund Law in 1980 (CERCLA)

• CERCLA Congressionally mandated ATSDR to:

- Perform public health assessments at hazardous waste sites

- Develop toxicological profiles on harmful substances

- Conduct epidemiological investigations

- Maintain health registries and conduct medical surveillance

CERCLA = Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 



ATSDR Mission and Impact







ATSDR’s Partnership to Promote Local Efforts to 
Reduce Environmental Exposure (APPLETREE) 
Cooperative Agreement Program

• APPLETREE funds 30 state health 
departments

• Primary goal: give partners 
resources to build their capacity 
to assess and respond to human 
exposures to hazardous 
substances in the environment

Images from https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/state-cooperative-agreements/media/pdfs/appletree-H.pdf 

States shown in blue have a current Cooperative Agreement 
until March 31, 2028



Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units (PEHSU)

• National network of experts in 
reproductive and children’s health issues 
related to environmental exposures 

• Provide pediatric environmental health 
education to health professionals and 
communities, medical consultation to 
physicians and others caring for children 

• Based at 10 academic health institutions 
across U.S. with experts in pediatrics, 
allergy/immunology, neurodevelopment, 
toxicology, occupational and 
environmental medicine, nursing, and 
reproductive health, as well as other 
specialized areas



Office of Community Health Hazard Assessment (OCHHA)







ATSDR Regional Offices Provide National Presence

• Liaise with EPA and other federal agencies in the region and with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)/ATSDR headquarters

• Develop working relationships with tribes, state agencies, community 
groups, and citizens

• Provide unique technical expertise and field experience

• Implement national programs

• Participate in emergency response and preparedness activities



Public Health Activities

• ATSDR gets involved when

- A site is proposed to EPA’s National 
Priority List (NPL)

- Requested by a federal, state, or 
local agency or tribal nation

- Petitioned by private citizens or 
community organizations

- Emergency response events occur



Public Health Activities at Sites

Public Health Assessments (PHAs) or Health Consultations (HCs)

• Documents describe the assessment of whether people could be harmed by coming into contact with hazardous 
environmental contaminants and provide recommendations to protect public health.

• PHAs may address multiple contaminants and multiple exposure pathways
• HCs generally address one public health issue/question or one contaminant

Technical Assistance

• Written response to external request for environmental public health technical and/or educational information
• Does not draw public health conclusions

Health Education

• Educate community members or health professionals about site-specific environmental hazards

Exposure Investigation

• Determine if people have been exposed to environmental contaminants

Health Study

• Evaluate how exposure to an environmental contaminant may affect human health











ATSDR Chemical Emergency Response Assistance

• 24-hour availability 

• Multidisciplinary consult team

Images from https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/emergencyresponse/index.html 






