
EMERGENCY CONSULTATION FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES AND 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT 

 
 

This form is intended for documentation of emergency consultation with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) for:
 
      - species listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA),
      - critical habitat designated under the ESA, and
      - fishery habitat designated as essential fish habitat (EFH) under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
          Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA).
 
This form is intended to initiate contact and streamline consultation when emergency spill response
activities may adversely affect ESA listed species or designated critical habitat or habitats
designated as EFH.
  
Emergency Contact:  nmfs.ser.emergency.consult@noaa.gov
 
       NMFS ESA and EFH biologists may be contacted by telephone:
          For ESA concerns:  Protected Resources Division at (727) 824-5312
          For EFH concerns:  Habitat Conservation Division at (727) 824-5317
          NOTE: These numbers are only staffed during operating hours. 
 
       NMFS should be contacted as soon as possible.
       Consultation may be completed by email or telephone however this document details the

necessary guidance and information to initiate consultation and receive a written response.
       NMFS will be available for further coordination and consultation as requested.    
       The responding agency should implement any conditions of pre-approved response methods
          until NMFS provides further recommendations.
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS:
Pages 1-2:  The Federal On Scene Coordinator (FOSC), or thier designee for ESA and EFH
consultaiton, should complete pages 1-2 to include all response actions including any pre-approved
practices to avoid or minimize impacts to listed species, critical habitats, and EFH. Email the form to:
nmfs.ser.emergency.consult@noaa.gov
 
Page 3:  NMFS will assist, as necessary, in determining the presence of protected resources and
habitats in the response area.
 
Pages 4-5:  NMFS will complete the form and provide recommendations to avoid and minimize
any potentially adverse effects from the response actions. NMFS will return the completed form
to the FOSC contact provided (on page 1) within 24 hours of receipt.   
 
Awaiting a response from NMFS should not delay emergency response activities.   
 
 
Post Emergency: Once the emergency response actions are over, NMFS will be notified of the
measures that were implemented, how they were implemented, and any reports of incidental take
or adverse modification or destruction of critical habitat provided.  If no adverse impacts occurred,
ESA consultation is complete.  If any adverse impacts resulted from the emergency response 
activities, formal consultation will be required with NMFS.
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