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Date:

Office of Regulations and Ruling

U.S. Customs Service

Attn:  ______________________________________

Entry Procedures and Carriers Branch

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue,  N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20229

Dear ________________________________________:

RE:  REQUEST FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE WAIVER

This requests an expedited limited waiver of the provisions of 46 U.S.C. App. § 883 on the basis of National Defense to allow for the use of  _____ foreign flagged vessels in the response to the grounding of the M/V  ______________________________________.

Provide a synopsis of the situation:_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Explain the inability of the Unified Command, with the assistance of the Maritime Administration to identify suitable U.S. flagged vessels to support the operation within a specific response window:  ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Accordingly I request a limited National Defense waiver to allow ___ foreign flag vessels to augment U.S. barges to effect the immediate and efficient removal of the vessel’s cargo of ____________________ to refloat the vessel and alleviate the threat to the channel.  The advent of worsening weather along with the progressing damage on board the vessel makes the probability of the vessel breaking apart and blocking the navigable channel of   ___________________  harbor high.  This would prohibit the passage of U.S. Coast Guard and other U.S. military vessels entering and departing the harbor to fulfill their national defense obligations.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM H. FELS

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard

Chief, Marine Safety Division

Seventh Coast Guard District

By direction of the District Commander

Copy:
USCG MSO __________________________
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